
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Spiritual Life Coach 
• The Giver of Bling 
• The National Patriot 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Wendy invites you to her weekly “Growing More” meetings. Wendy seems like she has it all together – she’s a 
Christian mom who’s enthusiastic and healthy with a seemingly enviable marriage.  
 
Wendy starts the meeting with an inspirational talk: “You may have big obstacles in your life, things you cannot 
seem to overcome on your own. The good news is that Jesus is at your side. If you truly yield yourself to Jesus, 
then Jesus will fill you and take you to a whole new level. With Jesus, you have a destiny to fulfill, something no 
one else can accomplish.”  
 
Another woman shares a testimony. She had been a Christian her entire life, but it was not until she attended 
the Growing More meetings that she truly surrendered her life to Jesus. She is now living a life of peace and 
victory that she had never before experienced.  
 
Wendy ends the meeting with more inspiration: “Wouldn’t you rather be more than an ordinary Christian? You 
need to move beyond just ‘being saved’. There is so much more waiting for you. Step out and let the Lord fill 
you so that you can be taken to another level. You have greatness awaiting you. Jesus will take you there if you 
yield to him this day.”  
  
1. Have you heard similar things about Jesus as Wendy proposes? 
 
 

a. Why do you think her meetings might be popular? 
 
 

b.  Let’s be clear: there is nothing wrong with talking about… 
i. Jesus living in you 
ii. Maturing in faith 
iii. Living our your faith 
iv. Surrendering your life to Jesus (properly understood) 
v. How Jesus helps us overcome obstacles 

 
c. However, there is still a question we must ask ourselves when talking about all these things: 

 
i. Is Jesus a __________ to a better life? Or is he your ______? 

 
d. What’s so tricky about viewing Jesus this way? 

 
 
 

e. What do you think are some of Wendy’s favorite Bible passages? 
 

 



 
 

“Nothing new under the sun”  
 
2. Lutheran Pietism was a reform movement in the early 1700s. It started with an emphasis on personal Bible 

reading, spirituality, and living a holy life (nothing wrong with those things, right?). But… 
 

… they used those things to teach a double __________________. 
 

… they moved the emphasis from what ________ has done to what they can ____ to strengthen their faith. 
 

3. Keswick Theology, or the Higher Life movement, began in the mid-1800s in England. Its central teaching is 
that Christianity has two tiers. If you find yourself in the lower tier (listen for terms like “ordinary Christian;” 
“normal life;” “stuck”), you must find a way to get to the second tier working harder under the guise of 
“letting go and letting God” (watch for “when I truly surrendered/ submitted/yielded to Christ…” or “My 
life became more spiritual/victorious/fruitful.”) Here’s an example of a testimony: 

 
“I was ___________ when I was 9 and I _______________ to Christ when I was 19.” 
 
Side note: You will find a lot of Keswick theology in televangelists’ messages: Joyce Meyer; Joel Osteen; 
Kenneth Copeland. This theology is also present in most Pentecostal churches; although it certainly 
sneaks its way into our midst, too. 
 
a. What does Christ become in this movement? 

 
 

b. What impact does that have on someone’s faith, should they fall into Keswickian thinking? 
 
 

i. How might they view other Christians? 
 
 

ii. Does life with a Keswickian Jesus become more unconditional or transactional? 
 
 
	
“This	false	Christ’s	primary	purpose	is	to	alleviate	and	improve	bad	marriages,	parenting	problems,	low	self-

esteem,	and	so	on.	He	is	needed	to	help	people	journey	from	goodness	to	greatness,	from	mediocrity	to	
excellence,	and	from	ordinary	to	extraordinary.”	

 
 
 
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 
4. Look up 1 Corinthians 1:23-25, then circle the correct answer. Jesus is… 

a. A base to be rounded on the way to another goal (like happiness in a marriage, joy in serving, etc.) 
b. Someone you only need when life gets hard. 
c. Everything a Christian needs in this life and the next. 

 
5. Why is it so easy to fall into answering with either of the two false statements?  
 
 



 
 

6. The Colossian church began to think the gospel of Jesus was insufficient. False teachers said it was too 
simply; they needed higher knowledge and greater wisdom. Read Paul’s response in Colossians 2:6-15. 
 

a. Were the Colossians supposed to “move beyond” Jesus?  
 
 

b. Note the verbs in verse 7. This is not something we do, but something that happens to us as we walk 
in Jesus by faith!  

 
 

c. Look at verses 13-15. What is victory for the Christian? When was this victory won?  
 
 

7. A key Lutheran emphasis is that we make progress is the Christian life by starting over again. Explain. 
 
 
 

a. Wendy teaches, “If you truly yield yourself to Jesus, then Jesus will fill you and take you to a whole 
new level.” The Apostle Peter preaches, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  

 
i. What’s the difference?  

 
 

ii. What is missing from our spiritual life if we neglect confession and absolution? 
 
 
 
RESPONDING 
 

Responding to people like Wendy is tricky. She isn’t teaching heresy. There is 
nothing wrong with wanting more joy, better marriages, and more mature faith. 
She probably doesn’t even realize that she is telling people to move beyond Jesus. 
 
Instead, imagine that you are speaking with Phillis. Phillis has been attending 
Growing More meetings for months. But her life is falling apart. Her marriage is in 
ruins. Her kids never visit her. She is living on Social Security. She doesn’t always 
feel “close” to God. You very likely have a Phillis in your life. 
 
Wendy has told her, “Step out and let the Lord fill you so that you can be taken to 
another level. You have greatness awaiting you.” Phillis comes to you and says, 
“I’m trying; I want greatness, but it just isn’t working.” What do you say to Phillis? 

 
 
 
 
If you were to speak directly to Wendy, the Growing More teacher, think about ways you could confess how 
Jesus is enough, using the Word of God as your source of confidence. What Bible passages could you use? 
 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	



 
 

Here is a list of passages to help you remember and share the sufficiency of Jesus: 
• Hebrews 12:1-3 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid 

of every burden and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the race that 
is laid out for us. 2 Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of our faith and the one who 
brings it to its goal. In view of the joy set before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of God’s throne. 3 Carefully consider him who endured such hostility 
against himself from sinful people, so that you do not grow weary and lose heart. 

• Hebrews 13:8 – Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
• John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 

except through me. 
o As we talked about previously, Jesus does not say, “I am A way, truth, or life that leads to 

something better.” He is THE Way, THE Truth, and THE Life. 
• John 15:3-5 - “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I 

am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you 
cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains 
in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 

• Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 

• Romans 6:3-5 - Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him by this baptism into his death, so that just as he was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new life. 5 For if we 
have been united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be united with him in the 
likeness of his resurrection. 

• Matthew 11:28 - Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
• John 6:35 - “I am the Bread of Life,” Jesus told them. “The one who comes to me will never be hungry, 

and the one who believes in me will never be thirsty. 
• John 6:68-69 - Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
• 2 Peter 3:17-18 – Therefore, dear friends, since you already know these things, be on your guard so 

that you do not fall from your own firm position by being led astray through the error of the 
wicked. 18 Instead grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory, both now and forever. Amen. 

 
There are plenty more passages I could list, but these would likely suffice in a conversation; I pray they will also 
suffice to bring comfort to your heart when life is not going the way you had hoped it would. 
 
Closing Prayer – What is the World to Me CW 717 vs. 1 and 4 
What is the world to me with all its vaunted pleasure 
When you and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me! 
 
What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure 
My life, my health, my wealth, my friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, my bliss eternally. 
Once more then I declare: What is the world to me! Amen. 


